WHAT J22 SAILORS HAVE BEEN UP TO

Grand Slams hosted by DAC the beginning of August saw 15   J22’s, 11   S23’s and the others participating never came close to the numbers of boats on the water.

Things started very, very slowly on the Saturday so much so that all agreed that the rugby was a better choice. As we all know it was the right choice with the SA boys giving us an amazing day of rugby to watch. Day soon became night and the party continued.

Sunday saw light winds yet again but the race officer, Peter Lee managed to get in 3, and some say ambitious, races. A thought did cross our minds that Global Trader forgot she was a J and waited for the Stadt start. She went on to make an amazing recovery and finish 3rd.

The final day of sailing on Tuesday so a different pace all together, wind of 15 to 20k. You must become suspicious when the local boys on Joint Venture (Formula 1) are sailing in wet weather gear. Graham Baker on the other hand was over joyed at the prospect of wind so much so he managed a leap over board to test the water temperature.

With positions changing each race the only certain result was 1st place.

Blue Jay, Global Trader, J Ysuis, Alpha Romeo and Shambles fought to the end for the final places.

The final results 

1st 
Merrill Lynch

Bo Szalek

Rodger Lamont
Brian Scott

2nd
Blue Jay

Graham Baker


3rd
Global Trader

Flynn Robson



Lipton Cup hosted in Cape Town saw 4 J22 sailors on Rote Hexe finishing in 5th place. Well done!! Ewald, Graham, Ronnie and the new comer to the team Werner.

The weekend of the 10th / 11th September we held the first (hopefully of many) J22 match races from DAC on the Vaal dam. The skippers briefing at a very early 0900 on Saturday saw 6 skippers and 3 sets of crew making it to DAC. As it was a major learning curve for those who put it together (thanks Bo) as well a the participants (including 3 Hunter sailors from Witbank) there was an in depth discussion on starts / rules / teams / and schedules as to who was sailing against who !!!

Once it was confirmed that fines would be levied by a democratically, self appointed committee and any abuse to the Committee boat would result in drinks to the same by the guilty party, we set sail with 2 rigged J22’s, Merrill Lynch and Jabberwock

After watching the start of the Big Boat Regatta in light winds we set our course and started the first race. Tony Money lost the first race through no fault of his own (slight glitch in the system) he fought his case well on shore but accepted the result like a true J22 skipper (no protests were allowed). 8 x 30 min races were sailed according to the schedule with the non-sailing crew acting as judges. The Hunter sailors, Dave. Chris and Gary were not given much opportunity to learn the working of a J but sailed like pro’s. They have promised to join us again.

Saturday night, with the help of ‘ who you know’ and not ‘what you know’ we bought steaks from the local butcher at 1800hrs. The chef (not a J sailor) cooked amazing steaks enjoyed by all. In true fashion we kept the bar going for just a few hours!!! 

Sunday 10.00 start never happened (thankfully for some as they were just a tad liverish) as the wind took the day off despite the weather report  

The final results 3 x races to Werner and Dave Scorey

                           1 x race  to Tony and Bo

with the Hunter skippers, Dave and Chris not giving up despite the odds.

For those who took part it was great fun whether on or off a J and we hope the next time we will have more teams as it really is a different way of sailing. 

Our thanks go to Steve Berry and Colin Lamont who ran the Bridge for us.

Pictures courtesy of Colin Anyone wanting to see all 60 pics drop me a line.

Ideas in the pipe line

Social get together before the Christmas ‘silly’ season arrives so

                                       WATCH this SPACE

Regards

Sharin

